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DAY 33: MAR 21, FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Theme: The Transfiguration
Scripture: Matthew 17:1-13
Prepared by: Greg Theissen

In reading Jchrough this familiar passage of the Transfiguraiion again in
preparation for this devotional, I was struck by how much of the account
is oc’cually focused on the disciples, and is for their benefit and

instruction.

The voice of God from the cloud proc]aims,
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him [ am well pleased.
Listen to himl!"

Matt 17:5

God is not speaking to or for the benefit of Jesus (ie. "You are my
Son..."), but to and for the disciples. The episode of the Transfiguration is
framed before and after ]oy discussions of Jesus’ suffering and death.
Immediately prior Jesus explains to the disciples that in going to
]erusolem, he will suffer, be killed, and raise from the dead (Whereupon
we get Peter's misquided rebuke—Mt. 16:21-22). At the end of today's
passage we have Jesus again instructing the three disciples about his
raising from the dead, and his suffering to come, just as Elijoh, who came

before him (i.e. John the Baptist), suffered.

The common Messianic expectation of the time, seemingly shared ]oy the
disciples, was that the Christ would come with migh’t and power to
overthrow the oppressive Roman power and deliver God's People. Jesus
has been Jcelling his disciples something very different about what is
going to ho.ppen, and the message is not sinking in. So, in the
Transfiguration, Jesus allows the disciples to witness his glory, affirming
that he indeed is the Messiah, and even more .. but then rather than
proceeding as the disciples, and indeed all of Isro.el, expec’ted, he proceeds
down the mountain to continue the doomed journey to Jerusalem, and
proceeds to reiterate what he has been trying to teach his disciple:

that he must suffer and die,
and then rise from the dead.
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While it is not c.lwo.ys a legiiimaie o.pplicaiion to take words to the disciples as words direcﬂy to us,
I think the words spoken here ]oy God to the disciples are well heeded—

‘Listen to him!"

May we take this season of Lent as an opportunity to not just presume God to act a certain way
and presume our Christian lives of following after him to look a certain way. Let us not babble on
like Peter, trying to keep Jesus in the box of what our expectations are of him, but let us listen to him
and listen to what his expectations are of us. [ suspect we may not necesso.rily hear what we want,
but being a disciple is not the call to be in control; it is to heed his call:

"Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me.’

Mti. 16:24

Prayer:
(sit/kneel in extended silence after saying the following prayer)

"Speak, LORD, for your servant is lis’tening."
1 Sam. 3:9




‘ DAY 34: MAR 292

Theme: Jesus and the Rich Man
Scripture: Mark 10:17-31
Prepared by: Kristina Toews

When [ was a child and I read this passage, I Jcl'rouglri’c to myself, “good
Jching I'm not rich!” and then proceeded to think that this didn't really
o.pply to me. Yes, my fctmily and [ owned Jchings and we had posses-
sions, but we weren't reo.lly ‘rich.” Now I think about wealth quite dif-
feren’tly, and this passage is one that I s’fruggle with.

According to the way | ’though’c as I child, I'm still not “rich." I don't have
a mansion, fo.ncy cars, or my own plo.ne. There are lots of people who
have more than me and at times [ feel jealous. But I'm not a child any
longer, and looking around in Abbotsford I can also see that I have more
than lots of people. When I think about wealth globally, I'm definiiely
in the top tier.

GeHing to know brothers and sisters in Christ through
Mennonite World Conference has made me reconsider
what it means to be rich.

Comparing myself to the way the majority of the people in the world
live, I am very rich. Living in Canada gives me so many privileges. I
don't have to pay to go to the doctor, to go to school; we live in a stable
and safe society. These privileges feel normal, it doesn't seem like that
would make me rich. But it's not normal everywhere, and having these
privileges as a starting point gives me a lot of advan‘coges; it's like
having a head start.

I'm gra’ceful for the friends [ have in different countries around the
world, and there is so much that [ am learning from them. Yet in our
relationships there is sometimes a weigh‘c, a tension. Because [ was born
in Canada, [ started life with more priviiege than some of my friends,
and now [ have access to more opportunities for wealth than ‘fhey do.
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What does it mean to be brothers and sisters when I have more than them?

HOW can we W(l].l! ’toge’cher when resources are not shared equally?

| recognize that they have other wealth to share that I don't have, their experience, knowledge, re-
sources, and of themselves. [ am so thankful to know them! Yet, that still doesn't take away the ten-
sion, the unfairness that [ started with more and continue to have more.

Jesus said, 'How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" It's not im-
possible, but it's hard. Most of us aren't going to be so radical to sell every’fhing we own and give it
to the poor. I know I'm not ready for that. But what is my responsibility with the wealth and privi-
leges that [ have? What actions am I ’rql{ing to ensure that my privilege isn't harming others or
causing more inequali{y?

I don't have an easy answer to what it means to have wealth and follow Jesus. It's hard, a hard re-
ality to wrestle with. But I don't think Lent is a time of easy answers. I will continue to sit with this
tension about wealth, and bring it to Jesus. He's the only one who can guide us on the hard path to
enter the kingdom of God.

Prayer:
Lord thank you for your presence with us in every hard rea]i’cy.

Show us how to follow you in every way, including with our possessions.




‘ DAY 35: MAR 23

Theme: | am the True Vine
Scripture: John 15:1-17
Prepared by: Jonathan Rempel

[ am not a go.rdener.

While [ enjoy being close to those that have a green thumb, my calling
in life is defini’cely not to be Working as a gqrd.ener‘ That ]oeing said, my
one aunt is na’turally gif’ted with growing plqnfs. Year after year |
watch her prepare her go.rden in the spring and tend to it Jfl’u’oughou‘c
the spring, summer and fall. While I have been able to reap the
benefits of her gar&en, | only get to see a very small portion of the work
that goes into ho.ving a produc’cive go.r&en. Why do I share this?
Because gardening is hard (Well get back to this).

[ o.lways enjoy hec.ring that Jesus is my friend. It is encouraging and
comfor’ting to hear that the Messiah is always rooting for me. While
that is true and He is, this is not the only Jching to glean from this

passage.

This passage offers us a choice:
Do I follow Jesus and let Him prune in my life?
or

Do I pass by Jesus?

You see, from Wa’tching my aunt garden I know that pruning some-
Jtl’ling can be hard, invasive, and ul’cima’tely will alter whatever is being
pruned. Now [ am sure we have all been asked if we trust Jesus, and
many of us have said “yes". But before answering “yes’, this time ask
yourself if you are okay with letting Jesus be invasive and literally life
altering. While I don't think that Jesus solely works in massive life
al’tering acts, I hope that it can be seen that following Jesus does at times

require some pruning.
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When [ was preparing this devotional, a song called "Faithful Wounds” by Cory Asbury came to

mind. In this song the 1yrics share the s’rruggle of this choice of leHing someone else prune in your life
and how it can be difficult and even po.inful. In this song the chorus reads:

‘Faithful are the wounds of a friend
Faithful, Lord, the dealings of your hand
The troubles and the trials
Like the Gold refined in fire
Faithful are the wounds of a friend"
(Click HERE to listen)

I think this song is a great encouragement for us, that while pruning may hurt at times, when it is

done by Jesus it is done solely out of love and for our benefit.

It often takes a lot of time and encouragement for me to fully accept Jesus as the gqrd.ener of my
life. Sometimes He mig]'l’t even be wanting to cut some branches that I am fond of, or even leave
some that I would rather have gone. However, if I Jflruly trust Jesus and believe that His acts are out

of love, then Why should I not be Willing to leave those choices to God?

Prayer:
Jesus, I pray for the s’creng’ch to trust you.
I pray that a]’chough gardening is hard work,
that I can have my eyes set on your love.
Thank you for being my friend and caring for me.

Amen
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrO-2RRkLEQ

‘ DAY 36: MAR 24

Theme: | am the Good Shepherd
Scripture: John 10:1-18
Prepared by: Orlando Unruh

I'm qlways amazed when [ read about sheep in the bible and see them

for real at my father-in-law's farm.

He has a distinct way of Whisﬂing that he uses to communicate with
them. In the morning, when the worker walks by the pen towards the
house to get his orders for the day, the sheep just lo.y there. But as soon as
my father in law shows his face and whistles, ’chey all run to the gate
and are ready to be led out.

The same at the end of the d.c.y when he is on his horse; he rides in the
fields and whistles, and ’they all come running home to the so.fe’cy of the

pen.

When Jesus compo.red himself to a shephercl, he evoked an image that
every man who heard his words understood. These men were either
shephercls themselves, or knew people who were. They understood the
devotion that shepherds had for their sheep. Jesus not only said that he
was the good shepherd, but he also told the men s’canding around him
that ’they were his sheep—if ’chey followed him. He promised to give his
sheep eternal life.

ThlS was a promise he could keep beco.use ]esus G.nd ].’115 fClJf].’lel’ Wwieresone:

Do you know your shepherd's voice?
Do you recognize his voice or ‘whistle"?

Do you obey his call?
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Knowing Jesus as your shepherd leads siead.fasﬂy to contentment. That contentment doesn't come

from c.lwo.ys getting your desires; it comes from trusting that what God gives you is enough. Consid-
er these words:

What if God says no? What if the request is delayed or even denied?

If God says, "I've given you my grace,and that is enough," will you be content?
Content. That's the word. A state of heart in which you would be at peace if God gave you nothing

more than he already has.

Reflection:
Think for a few moments about the implications
of ho.ving a divine shephercl watch over you.

Read Psalm 23 for some additional insight

into this idea of Jesus being your shepherd.




‘ DAY 37: MAR 25

Theme: Lazarus, | am the Resurrection and the Life
Scripture: John 11:1-44
Prepared by: Jane Born

John 11 opens with an introduction to the main cast of characters:
Lazarus, and his sisters Martha and Mary. [ want to begin by Walking
throug]:l the story from Mary's point of view. Mary and Martha send an
urgent message to Jesus: "Lord, he whom you love is ill” Al’chough it is
urgent, this message is filled with confidence. The sisters know that Jesus
loves Lazarus, and {hey know that he is able to perform miracles. Surely
he can heal their brother, his beloved friend. Irno.gine Mo.ry's shock, then,
when her message receives no response. Jesus doesn't write, he doesn't
send someone to upda’fe the sisters on his plqns, and he doesn't appear.
Mary is left on her own to interpret the silence and the absence as her

bro’ther gradually grows worse.

And then the unthinkable happens: Lazarus dies. This presumo.bly
young, heal’fhy man is sudd.enly gone. Mary grieves, she prepares the
body, she watches as the tomb is sealed—and still there is no word from
Jesus. When he finally does arrive, John lets us know that Lazarus has
o.lreo.dy been dead for four &o.ys. Martha speaks with Jesus first, and
then she returns and tells Mo.ry, “The Teacher is here and is co.lling for
you." Mary gets up and rushes out to meet him. When she sees Jesus, she
falls at his fee‘t, weeping, and says “Lor&, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” What an ambiguous statement!

Is she o.ngry? "Lord, it is your fault that my brother died”

Is she reo.ffirming her faith in the midst of disappoin’cmen’c? "Lord, my
brother has died, but [ still believe that you are a miracle-worker.”

Is she confused? "Lord, you loved my brother. Why weren 't you here to
save him?”

Scholars debate the meaning of her statement. But John knows how to
craft a story; he knows how to make space for the reader to enter into
the action. We can't determine what Mary was Jfhinking and feeling in
this moment, and therefore we can bring our anger, our faith, our

confusion, and our tears into the narrative. There is space for us here.
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How does Jesus respond to Mary? How does he respond to us? He is deeply moved. He weeps. And

then he tells the sisters and the Jews that have gaihered to mourn to remove the stone sealing the
entrance of the tomb. Does Mary begin to see what is coming? Jesus tells the sisters to believe, and
then he cries in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out.” In an instant, everyihing cho.nges. Tears of grief
become tears of joy. Everyihing that was lost is now restored. Lazarus emerges, shedding bits of

shroud rigl’ii and left.

Most of us probqbly think that this is the end of the story. This was o.lwo.ys the cut-off point in my
Sunday School lessons. But there is more to the story. There is something bigger going on, something
more significo.ni than a single miracle and the restoration of one fo.mily. John aciuo.lly highlighis
this ]oigger story several times. The first time occurs righi after Jesus receives the sisters’ message,
when he makes the following statement: "This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God,
so that the Son of God may be glorified ihrough it.” You mighi think he is referring to the power dis-
played by God Jclrirougli the miracle, or the praise received ]oy God on account of the miracle, and
this isn't eniirely wrong. Power and praise are part of God's glory. But the Gospel of John identifies
the cross as God's greatest glory.

For John, the crucifixion is synonymous with glorification.
So framing the story of Lazarus as the revelation of God's glory is John's way
of leHing the reader know that this is real]y about the cross.

The second time John highlighis the l)igger story occurs when Jesus announces the meaning of the
miracle he is about to perform. After Martha mis‘rakenly thinks that Jesus is referring to her brother's
resurrection on the last day, Jesus corrects her: ‘T am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes
in me, ’chough he die, yei shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.”
In the Gospel of John, every miracle is a sign that reveals something about who Jesus is and what he
has come to give us. The life restored to Lazarus is pl'lysical rather than eternal, but it points towards
the eternal gifi of life Jesus offers Jtl’irougl'i his own death and resurrection.

The third time John highlights the bigger story occurs after Lazarus emerges from the tomb. Here we
learn that the council of chief priests determine to put Jesus to death because of this miracle. In the
Gospel of ]ol'in, the events of the passion are set into motion l)y the resurrection of Lazarus. So this is
not a story about whether or not Jesus will resurrect Lazarus—it is a story about Jesus’ decision to pro-
voke a final confrontation with the Jewish leaders that will end in his crucifixion.
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Now, you may be wondering why I took the time to walk through the story from Mary's perspec-

tive.

My reason is simple:
I think that when we are suffering, we often live Mary's perspective.

We don't understand God's apparent silence and absence. We can't see beyoncl our immediate
trauma and need. We lose sigh’f of the bigger story. John 11 reminds us that when we are liierally
blinded ]oy grief, Jesus responcls with compassion. He does not rebuke Mary for her lack of faith, and
he does not criticize her for failing to understand when he spoke about his own death and resurrec-
tion. Instead he enters into her experience and weeps with her. But then, in chapier 12, another mira-
cle occurs. John tells the reader that Mary pours out a pint of nard and anoints Jesus for his burial.
No one else understands what she is cloing. The disciples rebuke her for her wasteful extravagance.
But in that moment, she finally sees the bigger story that is unfolding, and she responols with an of-
fering of worsl‘lip and fellowship.

This text invites us to look at the story of Lazarus in a new way. John takes Mary's experience of
suffering and recontextualizes it within the larger narrative of reclempiion. This does not mean that
her suffering is canceled out or invalidated —grief over the loss of a brother is a very real thing, as
are the griefs we carry in our own hearts. Instead, it means that Mory's suffering is transformed into
an opportunity for oleeper fellowship with Jesus, and that it is ul‘rimoiely bounded by the liope of
the resurrection. In conclusion, I invite you to consider the following questions:

Where are you hur’cing?
Where are you in need of hope?
Is there a ploce where Jesus is inviting you into deeper fellowship?

PIQYGIZ

May the power, the presence, and the comfort of the risen Lord encounter your hearts,

and may you walk in the ligh{ of his death and resurrection.




‘ DAY 38: MAR 26

Theme: Love Changes Everything
Scripture: Luke 19:1-10

Prepared by: Keith St. Jean

Most of us don't enjoy the ’chough’c of paying taxes, even if we know
that the money is being used to fund important services like medical
coverage, education, or infrastructure we still don't like the though’c of
losing more of our hard earned pay to taxes. Taxes, 'm sure, are not on
most people's 10 best lists. In Jesus' day the idea of taxes had an extra
measure of dislike attached to it. Taxes were a symbol that Jtlrley were
not free, Jfhey were a constant reminder that Israel was controlled by the
Roman Empire, who demanded comple’ce obedience and swift retribution
for any infraction. The person whose job it was to collect those taxes was
considered the worst sort of person, he was more than just a government
official, the tax collectors in Israel were considered traitors and thieves

and were hated by the people.

Enter Zacchaeus, the chief tax collector, the man in charge, in the eyes of
the general populace Zacchaeus was the worst of the worst, so hated
that most Israelites didn't even consider him to be human but rather
relega’fed him to a status below slaves and foreigners because he had
abandoned God and his people. This was Zacchaeus, a man with power
and au’chori’fy,

But alone.

Reviled.
Cursed.
Outcast.

Zacchaeus was very aware of what the people ’though’t of him but in
spite of that, or perho.ps because of it, he despero.'tely longecl to see this

man,

this teacher,
this miracle worker,
this Jesus that everyone was talking about.

He would not allow himself to be diverted from seeing Jesus. He sees a
tree, with a limb that offers a great view of the road that Jesus will

walk down. Zacchaeus runs to it and begins to climb.
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Jesus stops under the tree Zacchaeus has climbed, looks up and says, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come

down, for I must stay at your house ’fodo.y."

To go to someone's house, to enter their home and sit and eat with them is a sign of very intimate
fellowship—i’c is a sign of acceptance—Jesus is committing himself to a rela{ionship with Zacchaeus.
Jesus is showing us a new way, he sees Zacchaeus not as a sinner but as a human being who, above
all other things, requires love. A love that accepts him as he is and then quieﬂy makes its presence
known in his life.

The rest of the story shows Zacchaeus’ response to the love and acceptance that Jesus offers.
T will give half my wealth to the poor, and if I have cheated people on their taxes, [ will give them
back four times as much.”

Zacchaeus's response was extravagant and it led to blessing for the entire community. Love cho.ngecl
Zacchaeus comple’rely, it cho.nged the way he saw the world, it cho.nged the way he saw other
people, and perho.ps more imporfo.n’tly it cho.nged the way he saw himself. Suddenly Zacchaeus
became aware of the possibili’fy of becoming every’thing God had created him to be and it consumed

him.

A realization of how much we are loved ]oy God will always lead to extravagant acts of blessing
because love changes our perspective and makes us realize how much love is needed in this world.
When we realize that we are loved it should then lead to the realization that all the people around
us are loved as Jchey are. This realization should create a solidarity with the people around us that
leads us to want to express that love in pro.c’rical and ’cangi]ole ways. Love causes us to both love
people more and to love more people and to express that love in acts of ]olessing and compassion.

You've heard me say it before: LOVE CHANGES EVERY THING.

Do you realize how much you are loved?
When you do every’fhing in your life will change.

Reflection:
Have you ever done something extravagant to show someone how much you love them?
What motivated you to do this?
What would it mean to you to ’cruly know that God sees you not as a broken sinner but as

a beloved child? How would this reo.li‘cy cho.nge your life?
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‘ DAY 39: MAR 27

Theme: Jesus Anointed by Mary
Scripture: John 12:1-11
Prepared by: Josh Willms

Lets set the stage a little:

The phorisees have set a trap for Jesus in Jerusalem. If he shows his face
Jfl’ley will be reo.cly to arrest him. He's become too dangerous and must be
silenced. The people are restless and 1ong to overthrow the bru’toli’ty and

injustice of the Roman oppressors.

Meanwhile Jesus arrives in Be{hany, a town near ]erusqlem. He is
staying with Lazarus, Mary and Martha. Fun fact: Jesus had earlier
raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11).

They welcome Jesus into their home and throw a feast in his honour. |
love that the writer of the Gospel of John makes sure to record that
Martha is the one who served, so here you have Martha serving away
as usual and Mary getting out of it. That's just Jcypico.l. As someone who
can relate to Martha fo.irly s’crongly sometimes, | o.lwo.ys felt like she got

a raw deal, but we can talk about that another time.

During the feast Mary breaks a jar of perfume and anoints Jesus feet

with it. What is anointing o.nywo.y?

The definition of anointing is “to smear or rub with oil” in order to
‘make someone or some’ching sacred.” In other words the intent of
anointing is to empower someone to o.ccomplish God's work.

In our story, Mary is anointing Jesus as the king that was promised, the
Messiah, the deliverer, that the people of Israel had been waiting for. But
why Mary? Why was she the one to anocint Jesus? My theory is that,
that's how God works.. Throughout the story of the Bible He uses flawed,
broken, incomplete individuals to accomplish his purposes. As we see
from Jesus’ ministry, He is at work in the margins. [t's those that society
brands as not goool enough,' or 'olamaged goods,' that Jesus associates
with and it is His rag tag group of followers that He uses to chonge the
world.
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Let's talk a little about perfume. As the author notes, "the house was filled with the fro.grance" of the
perfume (John 12:3). The Jesus Storybook Bible says this: "The thing about perfume back then was

that it didn't come in bottles, it came in jars. And the jars were made out of precious stone, like ala-

baster. But here's the catch: the jars didn't have a lid, or a stopper, or o.ny‘rhing. So the only way you
got the perfume out was if you broke the jar. Once you broke the jar, that was it - you had no more.
Most people didn't use perfume because it was too precious. They just kepr it on a shelf and looked
at it. So you see, this perfume was her most precious thing in all the world. It was her treasure.”

Mary's anointing of Jesus was sacrificial, as ]udc.s complo.ins, she wasted a whole yeo.r's wages in
this act. Her anointing of Jesus was also intimate. I picture Mary, kneeling at Jesus' feet, washing
them with her tears, wiping them with her long dark hair and pouring the expensive perfume over
them. Her action was also scandalous. As a woman in that culture to be so intimate with a man in
pu]olic who was not her husband .. tongues would have been sent wagging all over Be’rhany.

And yet Jesus defends her saying, ‘Leave her alone. She did this in preparation for my burial” It
seems that Mc.ry, more than anyone was aware of the significance of her actions. This anointing is
an echo of Samuel's anointing of King David all those years before, and yet it was so much more
than that. Mary was preparing Jesus for his eventual death and burial. Jesus knew what awaited
him in Jerusalem. He knew he was travelling to his death. Mary's ancinting of Jesus sets up Jesus as

the king who would die to save his people.

It's the very next day that Jesus enters Jerusalem to the waving of Palm fronds and cries of Hosannal!
Hail the King of Israell And within a week those same crowds will be shouting Crucify Him! Mary

seemed to know what was coming, that Jesus was trc.velling toward his death in Jerusalem.

Prayer
Jesus we ask that you give us eyes to see and ears
to hear where you are moving in our world.
Help us to have the courage to follow you and as Mary did.
We want to know you and be known by you Jesus.
Amen
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COLORING ACTIVITY

For all ages of contemplative
co|ourers, sensational scribblers
or meditative makers.

John 11.1-45 ® Mary Fleeson / www.lindisfame-scriptorium.co.uk 2020
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‘| am the good shepherd; | know my sheep
and my sheep know me” John 10:14

For this activity you will need a square sheet of paper
and a marker or pencil
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