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DAY 47: APRIL 4, EASTER SUNDAY

Theme: The Resurrection of Jesus
Scripture: John 20:1-18
Prepared by: Andrew Haak

Do you like surprises?

You mighi be surprised to hear that my wife startles easily. There was
that time I made a surprise eighi-hour roo.d‘crip to see her when we were
da’ting. With the help of Marie's roommate [ was able to sneak into her
house and was nearly arms-leng’fh away from her while her back was
to me. When she turned to see me nonc]:lalctnﬂy leaning against the
doorframe, Marie let out a sizable scream and collapsed to the floor!
What was meant to be a good surprise, was first experienced as shock,
fear, and disbelief. But don't worry! She eveniually recovered and we
continue to live out our happily ever after.

The Easter story is full of surprises, and maybe no written
account contains more surprises than John's record of the event.

Here are some of them:

Tying back to my story, it may be surprising to discover that joy is one
of the last emotions to be experienced in the Easter account. Instead of
happy feelings, as we follow the characters of the story we see reactions
that we don't ’cypically associate with this day: emotions such as grief,
confusion, fright, and desperation. It can be helpful to remember that
Easter wasn't all celebration: these are heavy, intense, dark experiences.

Speaking of dark, as readers several thousands of kilometers and a
couple thousand of years removed from this event, we may not catch
some of the surprising su]o’tly included in this story. For example, it's not
a throwaway detail for the author to note that Mary left while it was
still dark. Not only does this imply that she had very little sleep, but also
that she's willing to risk traveling without sunlight to complete her task;

no small risk for anyone, let alone a woman, in ancient times.

John 20:16-17

Jesus said to
her, "Mary.”
She turned toward
him and cried
out in Aramaic,
"‘Rabbonil”
(Which means
“Teacher”).
Jesus said,
‘Do not hold on
to me, for | have
not yet ascended
to the Father.
Go instead to my
brothers and
tell them, | am

ascending to my

Father and your
Father, to my God
and your God."”

(NIV)
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Further, dro.wing from details earlier in this gospel, we can assume that Mary is Jtraveling from
Bethany where the disciples had been staying for the past week. To get to Jesus' tomb, Mary would
have to travel several kilometers across hilly terrain that led ihrough the Garden of Gethsemane to
arrive at the burial site. Tro.veling four or five kilometers isn't that big of a deal, but based on how
this story develops we can surmise that Mary travelled this paih at least four times that doy: first to
arrive at the tomb at dark, second to retrieve the disciples, third to return back to the tomb a second

time, and finqlly fourth to tell the disciples the good news. That's a lot of Jrrctvelingl

Speaking of iraveling, to read that the disciples ran to the tomb should also be a bit of a surprise. To
run in iypico.l ancient Middle Eastern attire would have been clumsy, awkward, and even a little
ernbarrassing. It would have been social inappropriate for full grown men to run, but these two took

the risk.

While one disciple is identified as Peter there is a surprising figure, an unnamed follower who is
identified as "the other disciple." Based on the author’s s’toryielling tendencies, we can infer this is
John's way of highlighiing his own part in the story without dro.wing too much attention to himself.
Of course he also identifies himself as “the one Jesus loved” so make what you will of attempts at

humili’ty!

There is the also surprise of the empty tomb, of course. Well, to be specific, Jesus' body wasn't there
but the tomb was far from empty. The tomb in and of itself contained all sorts of surprises: first,
there was the surprise of the rock rolled away; second, the shocking realization that Jesus' body was
missing; third, the confusing discovery of Jesus burial cloths neatly organized; and last, the sudden
appearance of two o.nge]ic ]oeings in the tomb after Peter and John turn for home.

The fact that the tomb wasn't comple’cely empty matters. Grave ro]o]oing was a common enough
occurrence, especially if the deceased was of significance; and there was also the unfounded claim
that the disciples may attempt to move Jesus’ ]oody in an act of decep’cion. Therefore, a comple’tely
empty tomb could have lead to wrong conclusions and a lack of credibility: and yet, grave robbers
would have no reason to unwrap Jesus’ ]oody which would have been decomposing by this time (let
alone take the time to fold the cloths left behind); further, there is of course the testimony of the

o.ngels! Combined, these two details provided eo.rly evidence for Christ's resurrection.
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Pqusing here for a moment, isn't it a little surprising that Mqry seems oblivious to the fact that the
two men she's ialking with are obviously o.ngels? At a very basic level, isn't it surprising that she
isn't bewildered by the fact that there are two people Jco.ll{ing to her from inside a tomb?!

This takes us back to the main character in this story: Mary herself is full of surprises. It's surprising
enough that she of all people is at the center of the siory! First, she is neither one of the 12 disciples
nor a family member of Jesus. Second, as a woman her voice legaﬂy didn't count which means she
would never be considered a credible witness according to standards of her time. Yet, the disciples
believed her when she told them that the tomb had been Jtcimperecl with. More impor’tanﬂy, she of
all people is the first to see the resurrected Jesusl Who will believe her if her testimony iechnico.lly
didn't count?

Backing up a little, it's worth noting that at this point in the story there is a second surprising figure.
Iniiio.lly a mistaken idenii’cy on Mary's part, this leads to the surprising revelation upon which this
whole story turns: that is no gardener Mary speaks to, that is the risen Jesus, her rabbi, the Christ!

Moy]oe Mory Was so disiraughi that she couldn't see cleorly, or maybe she was in desperoie need of
corrective lens, but it's a little ]ooggling that she didn't see the o.ngels for who ihey were and similar-
ly didn't recognize Jesus until he said her name. Either way, she mistook him for a gardener, which
doesn't paint a very ﬂo.Hering image of Jesus.

Let me explqin.

Maybe our pictures of Jesus all majestic and glowing and clean isn't how Jesus looked that day. If he
po.ssed for a gardener, he probo.bly looked pretty ordino.ry, maybe ragged and dirty even since gar-
dening was low-end employrnen’t in that time. This maybe is a little surprising for us, a mental pic-
ture of a messy God. As Nadia Bolz-Weber writes, we are left with the impression that “the God of
Easter is a God with dirt under his nails.™

But Jesus’ resurrection isn't the last surprise of the day. Cryptically Jesus tells Mary to not cling to
him. This is confusing: why can't Mary hold onto Jesus? Perhaps there is a double meaning. First,
Mary has to let go of Jesus because Jesus isn't back to stay; now that he's conquered death he's re-
turning to heaven. Wouldn't that have been a difficult surprise for Mary to receive? She just recov-
ered Jesus, only to hear he's planning to leave.

*Nadia Bolz-Weber, Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful, Faith of a Sinner & Saint. Page 173.
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Second, Mary can't hold onto Jesus because she needs to go tell the disciples that he is alive and
won't be around for much longer. Sent on her way and leaving Jesus behind, she becomes the apos-
tle to the aposﬂes, the one who first ]oroughi the good news to those closest to Jesus. These are the sur-
prises of Easter.

As one who has heard the Easter story ever since birth, it surprises me how the story can still sur-
prise me. And so as we revel iodc.y in family festivities and receive with gladness again the wonder
of a God who overcame the grave, celebra’cing with joy that Jesus is alive, may we never lose the
capacity to be surprised by God. May the Easter story never become stale and old news us. May we
continue to keep our eyes and ears open for what God is resurrecting around us, the new Jtl'iings he is
doing; he created at the very beginning and his still creating io&ay. Bound no more by grave
clothes or tomb, our God cannot be contained!

Christ is risen, he is risen indeed!

Prayer:
Resurreciing God, resurrect in me the capacity to see and hear you
in all the ordinary, mys’cifying, and awe-inspiring ways you reveal yourself.
Thank you for the surprise of Easter,
and for all the surprises you lay in my life that lead me to you.

*Nadia Bolz-Weber, Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful, Faith of a Sinner & Saint. Page 173.
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DAY 48: APRIL 5

Theme: The Disciples Meet Jesus on the Road
Scripture: Luke 24:13-35
Prepared by: Hans & Alice Federau

It is an interesting fact that at least 5 resurrection appearances of Jesus on
Resurrection Sunday are recorded. One of them ]oeing the appearance to
two people going to Emmaus, which was situated about 7 miles west of

Jerusalem (according to the NIV map).

It had been an exciting first &ay of the week and we can imagine how
the two discouraged disciples reviewed the day in words and thoughts. Luke 24:30-31
They were pro]oo]oly a bit baffled when an unknown wayfarer joined
them; even more so when ’they perceived that this person (Jesus) was not W h en he was at
familiar with the events of the day in Jerusalem. Think of it, as these two
cliscouro.ged Clisciples walked with the Savior; he explained the Old Hq e ta b | e Wi H’]
Testament to them, showing them how it proved the Messiah would
come, suffer, die and rise again. Their discourctgemen’t 1ike1y faded away, fhe m, l’]e Jrook
and a surging joy came with their new information. Their hearts burned

within them. breod, gave

Cleopas & his companion invited Jesus, in true Middle Eastern fashion, to th BRI o

. . . ) , anks, broke it
Stay Wl't].'l them fOl’ l'I: was nequy evenlng. HOWQVQI, WwWe can O.].SO lmaglne
that ihey wanted to keep the conversation going as he was so well

informed of the Scrip’ture. an d b egan tfo

Supper was prepared and they were ready to eat, when Jesus took the give if to them.
bread, gave thanks, broke it and ]oego.n to give it to them. Can you ‘
imagine that moment when they recognized Jesus? But then He was gonel Then their eyes

In their excitement they just got up from the table, probably without were ope ned and
having taken a bite to eat and rushed back to Jerusalem. Likely Jfhey
didn't find that long walk back to Jerusalem all that tiring as they had fhey recogn ized
such wonderful news to share with the other disciples. Before Cleopas and
the other disciple could share the wonderful news, the 1l disciples told him ~and he
them that Jesus had oppeared to Simon. What an evening that must
have been for all of them. After all that excitement ihey pro]oably didn't disa ppea red
get any sleep that nighi!

from their sigh’r.

May the announcement "He lives"

fill all our hearts with joy (NIV)

this Easter Season!
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DAY 49: APRIL 6

Theme: Doubting with Thomas
Scripture: John 20:24-29
Prepared by: Crystal Wildeboer

- John 20:27-28

"Put your finger

here; see my

hands. Reach

Ay

'ou’r your hand

and put it into

After you read the passage for Jfoclcxy, take a look at this painting. Is there my sid e. Sfop
anything that stands out to you? Notice how Jesus is holding Thomas's
arm. Pay attention to how Thomas is putting his finger into Jesus' side. dO u bfi ng an CI
Imagine the story as you read. Are there any words and phrases that
stick out for you? What feelings or emotions come up for you when you believe-" Thomas

read the passage and examine the pqinting?

said to him,
One thing that stood out for me in this story is the fact that Jesus showed

up to Thomas one week after he did to the other disciples for the first ."M y L ord and
time. They had all already been told by Mary Magdalene and Mary

(]esus's mo‘fher) that Jesus was no longer dead on the morning of the my God]
Sabbath. None of them believed either, until Jesus showed up while all

the doors were closed and locked and ac’rually ate some fish to prove he (N |V)
wasn't a ghost (Luke 24:36-42). Thomas wasn't there that time. It would

be one Week ]oefore T]’lOl’nQS Would see JQSU.S.

ONE WEEK.
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Imagine that week. What more proof would Thomas need? The others had seen Jesus's wounds, and
’chey even ate a meal foge’fher! Mo.ybe he just kept repeating his initial response of ho.ving to see
Jesus and put his hand in his wound in order for him to believe it for himself. Again, Jesus suddenly

o.ppeared Jrhough the doors were locked.

['ve often told people that Thomas is one of my favorite disciples. He was a man who followed Jesus,
witnessed his many miracles and had a close rela’rionship with him (he was, after all, one of the
disciples)—an& he still doubted. I'm pretty sure, because of that, God can handle my questions and
doubts as well—which, I must admit—I have plenty of.

God isn't afraid of our doubts and questions. [ can imagine that most of us have been in the position

of li’rero.lly crying out to God asking if he is real, if he is really there, and if he is, to do
something— ANYTHING-to show us.

For Thomas, doubt eventually led him to the truth. [ wonder if sometimes it is the same for us as

well. Could our s’cruggles and doubts about God actually lead us to faith?

What role does doubt play in your faith?
Has doubt ever brought you to truth?

In the middle of this pandemic, what Jtl’lings help you feel, see, and touch Jesus?
What helps you believe in him?

What would it look like to allow Jesus to hold a safe space for your doubts and fears?
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DAY 50: APRIL 7

Theme: Breakfast on the Beach
Scripture: John 21:1-19
Prepared by: Karen Heidebrecht-Thiessen

Sometimes our lives begin to unravel before our very eyes. For Peter, the
greai unraveﬂing took place around a charcoal fire in the high priesi's
couriyard. May]oe it was the angry shouts and the sickening sounds of
Jesus being beaten inside. May]oe it was the fear that overwhelmed him
and took over. But that nigh’r around a ﬂickering fire, three times—3

timesl—he had denied even knowing Jesus.

Ever since that devastating nigh’r, Peter has been unable to silence the
condemning voice in his head that kept shouting at him over and over
and over,

“Simon Peter, you are a failure, a loser, an imposter.
You said you loved Jesus and then look what you did!
Peter, whatever possessed you to even think that

you coulcl count yourself a friend Of ]esus'?"

Peter was done deluding himself. He heads back home to Galilee, rigs up
his boat, and goes back to his old life as a fisherman.

After a long nigh’c of frus’tra’ting and futile fishing with his friends, the
sun is coming up and on the advice of a random guy on the beach, ’fhey
try a different fishing strategy that leads to an ex’craord.ino.ry catch of
fish. As ’fhey approach the shore, someone recognizes who the man on the
beach is and yells, ‘Tt's the Lord!" And suddenly some’thing inside Peter
just breaks. He pulls a tunic over his head, jumps overboard, and starts
booking it toward Jesus, stumbling through the waves and the weeds,
pro]oably ]oawling his eyes out. And when he gets there, he finds

breakfast wai’ting for him—bread and fish, cooking over a charcoal fire.

You see, Jesus is well aware of the pain and shame Peter is carrying.
That's why he seeks him out on the lakeshore- to ask him one essential
question, the only question that really matters. He asks him not once, not
twice but three times,

“Peter, do you love me?”

John 21:17

The third time
he said to him
‘Simon son of
John, do you
love me?”
Peter was hurt
because Jesus
asked him the
third time,

‘Do you love me?”

He said, "Lord,

you know all

things; you know

that | love you.”

(NIV)
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After all of Peter's lies and deceit. After his failure and cowardice. After his deep betrayal of the one
who loved him and believed in him. After all that, Jesus sirnply asks him one essential question:
“Peter, do you love me?” Jesus shows up on a beach to eat breakfast with the one he still loves, but
will Peter be able to receive that love? Three times, Jesus asks Peter, ‘Do you love me?" And finally,
empﬁecl of all his boasﬁng and bro.vado, humbled by his failure and more sorry than he has ever
felt before, Peter simply says, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Despi’te the failure, the be’trayal
and the mess of his life, Peter is fino.lly able to admit how &esperately he longs to be loved by Jesus.

When you find yourself assuming that it's over, that every{hing is lost, gone, broken, and it can
never be put back ’toge’ther again, hold on a minute because in that moment Jesus shows up on the
lakeshore of your life and offers you some breakfast and asks you one question, the one essential
question,

"Child, do you love me?

No matter how deep your shame, no matter how loud the voice of self-condemnation, Jesus wants to
restore you, Jesus wants to love you, Jesus wants to recommission you.

Are you ready to sit down with Jesus at a charcoal fire on a beach,
bringing your fear and shame into the warmth and ligh’c of his love?

Are you ready to let Jesus feed you with his grace, so that you can
go out and offer the same life-giving food to a grace-starved world?

Jesus is waiting on the lakeshore to have breakfast with you.

Will you join him?
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DAY 51: APRIL &

Theme: A Vocation of Excellence
Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20
Prepared by: Clifford Weber

The dream for the q]oili’fy for the average person to go to space is
probably closer than it is farther away. And is made more possible each
day that dedicated people of passion perform their vocation in the space
industry and related fields. Our Canadian, Chris Hadfield is cer’rainly one
of those individuals who has demonstrated excellence in this regard. In
his book, An Astronauts Guide to Life on Earth, he brings a perspective Matthew 28:19-20
unique to his experiences. Much of it from out of this world.

“Therefore go and

One Jching that struck me was his observation that

those who malke it to space are often overwhelmed Y ke d ) A | s

with their own convictions. of all nation st
He writes that those who believe in God believe more, baptizing them in
and those who don't, don't—even more. the name of the
It is a loose paraphrase but it echos of the Father and of
experience of the disciples post-resurrection. e Sodof

Some believed more, and some believed less. the H o|y S pirit,
Imagine that, the disciples of Jesus, who learned from and lived with an CI teac h in g
Jesus experiencing much of the same Jtl'iing‘s Jtogeﬂ'ier, still came to a H,] em to o bey
conclusion where some believed more, and some a little less. [t seems
reasonable that everyone given the same information would come to the eve ry’rh Ing | have
same conclusion. Howewver, just one minute on social media demonstrates
that it is not that way at all. Evidence for Hadfield's observation of
humaniiy abound everywhere. Some will believe the same, some wrill An d sure I Y | am
believe different.

commonded YOuUu.

with you o|woys,

Today many are glad for the ancient monks that instead of making wine to the ve ry en d
from water learned how to make beer from grains. Perho.ps not the

miracle Jesus intended us to teach others but seems allowable within the OF Jrhe QgE:
genero.l sense of the verses in ’foclay's scripture. And to see clifferenily is ( N |\/)
okay.
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Thankfully humanity learns and lives different things from the life of Jesus:

‘Some for proclaiming good news to the poor.
Some for proclaiming freedom for the prisoners.
Some to recover sight for the blind.

Some to set the oppresse& free.

Some to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.

(Luke 4:18-19, loosely.)

Because there are all kinds of needs in the world, the world needs all kinds of disciples of Jesus.
What, therefore, is your vocation of excellence? What have you learned from Christ and from
living with others?

Prayer of Reflection:

"And whatever you do, whether in word or deed,
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him’
(Colossians 3:17 NIV)
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DAY 52: APRIL 9

Theme: The Promise of the Holy Spirit
Scripture: John 16:5-22, 33
Prepared by: Sylvia Casey

As 1 was reading this passage, my focus kept returning to verse 7. De-
pending on the translation, the Spirit is referred to as:

Advocate Comforter Helper Counsellor
Friend Intercessor Strengthener Standby
Companion Divine Encourager

These descrip’tors/charac’teris’fics point to a deep unders’fanding that we
will face difficulties and that we are not meant to face them alone. Prior
to this passage, Jesus tells his disciples that those who hated and
persecu’ted Him will hate and persecute them, even while Jthinking Jthey
are doing what God wants. He then tells them (again) that He will be
going away. And Jc]:1roughou’t this passage, Jesus tells His clisciples that
’chey will experience great difficulties and He offers them words of
encouragement to press on:

I am going away .. and I will send the Spirit to you. (v 5-7)

You will weep and mourn and grieve ..
and your grief will turn to joy. (v 20)

You will have many trials and sorrows ..

and you can have peace in Me. (v 33)

When 1ooking at the list of the descrip’rors of the Spirit, what aspects are
you in need of right now? Do you experience those within you? Do you
experience those Jcl‘nrough others? What aspects are within you that you
can offer to others?

Prayer:
Spiri{, as | go {hroughou’c my d.ay, remind me
that You are with me and within me.
Help me to be aware of Your presence, to pay attention to
what You are saying, to be a presence in someone else’s life.

Songs:
Ho]y Spirit by Francesca Battistelli (Listern HERE)
You Shine by Brian Doerksen (Lis’cern HERE)

John 16:33
‘| have told you
these ’rhings,
so that in
me you may

hOVQ peadace.

In this

world you will

have trouble.
But take heart!
| have overcome

the world.”
(NIV)
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https://youtu.be/3zARVp3420I
https://youtu.be/EZPoCRl0uHM

DAY 53: APRIL 10

Theme: The Ascension
Scripture: Acts 1:1-11
Prepared by: Andrew Haak

Are we there ye’c?

As 1 child I can recall times when I had a partially formed idea of where
We were going, but no concept of when we would arrive and what
Jtl'iings would look like when we got there. Whether it was driving across
the Prairies for the first time or tro.velling down to Disneyland, I'm sure

my siblings and [ inquired far too frequenily, “Are we there ye’t?"

This is the same kind of feeling I get when I see the disciples ask Jesus,
"Now is the kingdom going to be restored?” For them, this is what the
journey was supposed to lead to. Over the three years with Jesus they
have experienced many highs and lows, and none higher and lower than
the last month. I picture them mc.king not-so-subtle eye contact with one
another, nudging each other around the table, until one of them asks

Jesus timidly, "Are we there yet?’

Not only does Jesus evade a straight answer, he essentially tosses them
the keys, steps out of the driver seat, and promises them that he'll send
them a navigator so that they can continue without him the journey he
started them on.

The ascension of ]esus brings a s’rrqnge mix of feelings. On the one hqnd,
it's an awe-inspiring supernaiural send off compleie with angels and a
mind-boggling miracle. This is a iriumphani and poetic conclusion to
Jesus' time on earth, a parallel to Elijah’s departure when he commis-
sioned Elisha to pick up his mantle (liierally and figuraiively).

And yet, on the other hand this event is damped by a sullen mood: Jesus
is taken from them, again. As readers, this tension is po.lo.ic.]ole. We can
see where ’fl’iey migli’t be coming from: W].’ly bother with the convincing
proofs of his genuine return if he only comes to leave again? [ wouldn't
fault the disciples if Jfl'iey were feeling a little confused, ]'il’ced or dismayed.
If the church is the bride of Christ, this kind of feels like ]oeing left at the

altar.

Acts 1:11

‘Men of Galilee,”

they said, “why
do you stand
here looking
into the sky?
This same Jesus,
who has been
taken from you
into heoven, will
come back in the
same way you

have seen him

go into heaven.”

(NI1V)
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This isn't the only counterintuitive dilemma they are given during their relatively short reunion
with Jesus.

They are told to stay .. so that they can be sent.
They are to let go of Jesus .. so that they can receive the Holy Spirit.
They are to see the kingdom be re-established .. by bringing the message of

God's kingdom to the world, even to their enemies.

It's easy for our eyes to fixate on the miracle and not the mission. Understandably we may be
drawn to the manner in which Jesus vacates earth, but the way this story is framed seems to imply

that the emphasis should be on what Jesus said and not what Jesus did.

As followers of Jesus, we inherit this two thousand year-old mission. We are sent by the Holy Spirit
into the world to be Christ's witnesses. It's as relevant and radical now as it was then. And as much
as we often want Jesus to take the wheel, that's not the way he's left it. The Holy Spirit isn't our
cho.uffeur, leaving us po.ssively in the backseat. According to God's design and Will, picking up
Christ's mission means we are thrust into the driver seat with the Holy Spirit as our passenger seat
instructor and navigator, just like the origino.l disciples.

Are we there yet? No we are not. The mission remains the same and we still have a ways to go,
but we do not go alone.

Prayer:
Today I express my gratitude for the presence of the Holy Spirit.
May my ears be open to the Spirit's guidance;
may my hands be s’creng’chened by the Spirii's power;
may my heart be fuelled with the Spirit's love;

and may my voice convey the Spirit's truth.

Reflect:

To whom are you wi’cnessing?
Where is the Spirit directing you to go?
What does picl:ing up Christ's mission on earth look like to you?
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COLOURING ACTIVITY
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